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Surely one would think that this was no super-
fluous task, to browbeat the reluctant oracle,
by whose responses we are told that the whole
world is to guide itself, and to force its lips to
utter some definite and coherent sentence. And
the task would be of equal use, whether its aim
were to make the oracle help us or to make it
reveal its helplessness. Surely here is a motive
that one would think is plain and sane enough.
And is it not equally plain that there may be
yet another also, springing out of and complet-
ing this one ? What good, exclaims my critic,
can I think to gain by elaborate attempts at
reducing unbelievers to despondency, and at
loosing their hold upon hopes which they are
still struggling to cling to ? The answer is
near to hand. For those who hold that on
theism the hopes of the human race depend,
and that this alone can sustain it in the trial
or transformation to which it seems about to
be subjected, it maybe of the utmost moment
to strip from the unredeeming philosophies all
the fragments of truth which for a moment
disguise their nakedness ; and to show, though
at the cost of pain and despair to many, that the
end of these things is death. Whenever a fight